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T — West Indian Weed Woman

And | wanted something to eat.

| say | was going to put a bit in she way, ., ) )
But I turn back when | meet.

ot ot s range o e Plant medicine in calypso music
But was nothing that | need.

For when | asked the old woman what she was selling,
She said she was selling weed.

She had she coat tie up over she waist,

And was stepping along with grace.

She had on an old pair of clogs on her feet,

And was wriggling down the street.

Just then she started to name the different weeds,
And | really was more than glad.

But I can’t remember all that she call,

But these were a few she had.

Man Piaba’ Woman Piaba, Sweet Sage Fingle Bgsh' Eat Bush | Woman I')ijcll’)a | Toyo |
(Lantana camara) (Clethra alnifolia) (Eryngium aquaticum) (Leonurus sibiricus) (Justicia pectoralis)

Tantan Fall Back and Lemon Grass,

Minnie Root, Gully Root, Granny-Backbone, Bitter Tally, Lime Leaf, and Toro,

Coolie Bitters, Karile Bush, Flat o’ the Earth, and Iron Weed,

Sweet Broom, Fowl Tongue, Wild Daisy, Sweet Sage and even Toyo.

She had Cassava Mumma, Coocoo Piaba, Jacob’s Ladder, and Piti Guano,
Fingle Bush, Job’s Tear, Piti Payi, a Jumbie Bottle, and White Cleary,

Bile Bush, Wild Cane, Duck Weed, Aniseed, Wara Bitters, and Wild Gray Root.
She even had down to a certain bush Barbajans does call Puss in Boot.

When | hear how much bush she had,

| left dumb till | couldn’t even talk.

She started to call from Camp Street corner,
And never stop ‘til she reached Orange Walk.
The woman had me so surprised

that I didn’t know what to do,

That a girl come and gimme a cuff in meh eye,
And | didn’t even know was who.

B

Yura Bally Cockshun Minnie Root Wild Daisy Wild Tomato Sweet Broom
(Chelonanthus alatus) (Smilax schomburgkiana) (Ruellia tuberosa) (Sphagneticola trilobata) (Physalis angulata) (Scoparia dulcis)

Sweet Broom, Sweet Sage, and Lemon Grass,
| hear them good for making tea.

Oh well, | hear Zeb Grass and Wild Daisy

IS good to cool the body.

The woman tongue was even lisped,

And she was calling out all the time.

She even had a little kanwa eye,

And the other that left was blind.

She had Bitter Guma, Portugee Bumboh, Congo Lana, and Twelve o’ Clock Broom,
Sarspatrilla, Wild Tomato, Soursop Leaf, and Half-a-bit Weed,

Yura Bally, Sweet Pinpota Bush, White Fleary, and Christmas Bush,

Cockshun and Sand Bitters, and even Monkey Ladder, and all the rest you may need.

She had Fat Bush, Elder Bush, Black Pepper Bush, French Toyo, Qupera, and Capadulla,
Tamarind Leaf, Money Bush, Soldier Fork Leaf, Pumpkin Blossom, and even Devil Dua,
Leeman, Congo Pom, Pingalor, Physic Nut, and Lily Root.

In fact, the only bush that she didn’t got

was Bush in he everyday suit!
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